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Thank you, Jan Lanier, for all that you have done for English 
as a Second Language in the state of Tennessee. 

 

This special issue of the newsletter is dedicated to Jan Lanier 
to honor all that she has done for the state of TN and ESL! 

 



Reprinted from  TNTESOL Newsletter 
 Volume 38  Issue  3—Summer/Fall 2017 





 

Jan, 
 

Your service ot the organization, the board, and more importantly teachers across the  
state is unparalleled,  You have helped us transition from an afterthought to a  

recognized part of the educational puzzle in TN.  We will miss your wisdom and  
counsel.  Good bless you on your new journey. 

 
Thank you for being a mentor too to so many of us! 

 
Christine Tennyson 



Presentation from TNTESOL Conference 
October 2021 

“

”

THANK YOU JAN FOR ALL OF YOUR HARD WORK THAT 
YOU HAVE DONE FOR ESL EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS IN 
THE STATE OF TENNESSEE! MAY YOU BE BLESSED AS YOU 
ENTER A NEW CHAPTER!

Caroline Sparrow, ESL Teacher
Williamson County Schools

“

”

JAN, THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE FOR ALL OF THESE YEARS! YOUR 
IMPACT ON EDUCATION AND ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE WILL 
LAST FOREVER. WE LOVE YOU AND APPRECIATE YOUR LEADERSHIP AND 
GUIDANCE IN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AND IN OUR SCHOOLS. THANK 
YOU FOR MAKING LEARNING A FUN, PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, AND FOR 
ALWAYS BEING THERE FOR US. YOUR GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION WILL 
NEVER BE FORGOTTEN AND FOREVER REMAIN A PIECE OF OUR PUZZLE.

Jo Thacker

Wilson County Schools/ESL



“

”

BARTLETT CITY SCHOOLS WISHES JAN LANIER ALL THE BEST IN HER NEXT
CHAPTER! JAN HAS BEEN A CONTINUAL FACE OF THE ESL PROGRAM FOR 
TEACHERS, DIRECTORS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPERVISORS. OUR GREATEST
MEMORY OF JAN COMES FROM TNTESOL MEETINGS. HER LOVE OF THE EL 
STUDENT AND PERSONAL TEACHING EXPERIENCE WAS CONVEYED IN EVERY 
POLICY CHANGE. PERSONALLY, AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL SUPERVISOR JAN WAS BUT 
A PHONE CALL AWAY WITH EPLAN AND RATIOS THAT WERE ANSWERED WITH 
CALM AND ASSURANCE THAT ALL WOULD BE WELL. HIT SUBMIT!!

BCS, ESL EDUCATORS, AND KRISTY FORD ARE GRATEFUL FOR HER DILIGENT 
PRESENCE IN SUPPORT OF TENNESSEE! SHE WILL BE GREATLY MISSED.

“

”

EARLY IN MY ESL CAREER, JAN CAME TO SPEAK TO OUR DISTRICT’S 
ESL TEACHERS. IT WAS AT MY SCHOOL, SO I HOSTED HER FOR THE 
DAY. I AM A PERSON WHO DOES NOT LIKE MEETINGS, BUT I STILL 
REMEMBER THAT DAY. SHE HAD SUCH KNOWLEDGE ABOUT ESL. I 
WAS TRULY ENTHRALLED, AND I COULD HAVE CONTINUED LISTENING 
FOR A LONG TIME. I CANNOT SAY THAT ABOUT ANY OTHER MEETING 
THAT I HAVE ATTENDED.



Jan, 

You have done so much for 
our English language 
learners!  As a teacher, I 
have felt supported and 
heard.  May God bless you 
on this new adventure in 
your life!

Sincerely,
Jenna Winburn
ESL teacher
Bartlett Elementary School
Bartlett City Schools 
District

“

”

JAN, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY "THANK YOU" FOR EVERYTHING YOU 
HAVE DONE FOR ALL OF OUR STUDENTS. YOU HAVE BEEN A 
TREMENDOUS HELP TO ME THROUGH MY JOURNEY OF THE ESL 
WORLD. YOUR WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE HAS BEEN AN ASSET FOR 
TENNESSEE. I WISH YOU WELL AS YOU BEGIN THIS NEW CHAPTER IN 
YOUR LIFE. MAY YOUR JOYS BE EXPONENTIAL AND YOU GET YOUR 
WELL DESERVED REST. YOU WILL BE MISSED! THANK YOU JAN.

Cathy Pope
Sequatchie County



“

”

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RETIREMENT! WE HAVE BEEN SO 
BLESSED TO HAVE YOU AS OUR FEARLESS LEADER. YOU WILL BE 
GREATLY MISSED, BUT WE ARE HAPPY YOU GET TO ENJOY THIS NEW 
CHAPTER IN YOUR LIFE. THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR 
GUIDANCE, LEADERSHIP, AND FOR SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS AND 
TEACHERS. IT HAS BEEN AN HONOR TO WORK WITH YOU.

Kelly Morris
Lexington City School System

“

”

JAN IS THE EPITOME OF A SUCCESSFUL LEADER. SHE MODELS DEDICATION, 
PERSEVERANCE, AND ADVOCACY IN A WAY THAT MAKES US ALL FEEL 
ENCOURAGED AND EMPOWERED. JAN HAS A STYLE OF GRACE, A WEALTH 
OF KNOWLEDGE, AND A VERY APPROACHABLE NATURE. IT HAS BEEN MY UTMOST 
PLEASURE TO LEARN FROM HER AND TO GET TO KNOW HER BETTER THROUGH MY 
YEARS OF SERVING ON THE TNTESOL BOARD. I WISH HER ALL THE BEST BECAUSE 
SHE IS SO TRULY DESERVING. YOU WILL BE GREATLY MISSED, JAN!

----- Angela Rood, Dyersburg City Schools



“

”

JAN,
WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST IN YOUR UPCOMING RETIREMENT!
YOU HAVE BEEN A FRIEND AS WELL AS A COLLEAGUE TO SO MANY OF US.
YOUR WISDOM AND GUIDANCE WILL TRULY BE MISSED.
MAY YOU HAVE MANY DAYS OF SLEEPING IN, READING BOOKS (FOR 
ENJOYMENT!), AND ENJOYING TIME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

Debra Frantz

“

”
-Molly Hedgewood

THE MNPS EL PROGRAM WOULD NOT BE WHERE IT 
IS TODAY WITHOUT JAN LANIER. SHE WAS AN 
ADVOCATE FOR OUR PROGRAM AND OUR 
STUDENTS. JAN, WE WILL MISS YOU SO MUCH! 



“

”

I THANK JAN LANIER FOR BEING AN ADVOCATE 
FOR OUR STUDENTS AND FOR US.

Nancy Oberst
Cocke County

“

”

JAN, YOU ARE MY FRIEND AND MENTOR. YOU HAVE 
MADE A TREMENDOUS DIFFERENCE FOR ELLS 
ACROSS THE STATE . I LOVE YOU AND WILL MISS YOU 
DEARLY. TAKE CARE, MY DEAR LAWRENCE COUNTY 
FRIEND.

Rachel Counce



“

”

JAN, YOU ARE MY FRIEND AND MENTOR. YOU HAVE 
MADE A TREMENDOUS DIFFERENCE FOR ELLS 
ACROSS THE STATE . I LOVE YOU AND WILL MISS YOU 
DEARLY. TAKE CARE, MY DEAR LAWRENCE COUNTY 
FRIEND.

Rachel Counce

“

”

JAN, THANK YOU FOR ALL THE WORK YOU’VE 
DONE OVER THE YEARS TO SUPPORT ESL, ESL 
TEACHERS, AND EVERYONE CONNECTED TO ESL. 
YOU WILL BE GREATLY MISSED! WISHING YOU THE 
BEST, 

Hannah Gribble



TNTESOL,  

Tennessee Teachers to Speakers of Other Languages  

is an affiliate of TESOL International Association and SETESOL 

(Southeast TESOL) 
 

Why become a member of TNTESOL? 
TNTESOL Newsletter                
TNTESOL Journal  
Networking and collaboration with ESL peers across the state 
Access to "Members Only" website pages and forum for  
WIDA Standards and Lesson Plans 
TNTESOL Advocacy Representative in Washington, DC 
Discounts on conferences 
Jobs postings 

 
TNTESOL is YOUR organization -- the place for TN teachers of ESL guided by teachers of ESL!  

 

Be active! Be a voice! Be a member of TNTESOL today!! 
 

Annual membership dues are just $15.00! 
www.tntesol.org 

 
The topic of the upcoming issue of the TNTESOL newsletter will be 

TEACHING THE STANDARDS.  Please share activities that you use 
in your classroom along with the standard that it meets to Dr. Tammy 

Harosky, newsletter editor by 2-1-2022.  Entries can be emailed to 
trharosky@outlook.com 

Thanks for sharing! 


